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S.L:Neo. 5of 2007

CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA 1999
(CAP 24 LFN)

LEGAL NOTICE ON PUBLICATION OF THE 2006
CENSUS REPORT

Whereas the National Population Commission condueted national population
and housing census between the 2| st and the 27th days ol March, 2006 followed by a
Past enumeration survey in June 2006 -

Anp WhEreas the National Population Commission has us reguired by the

Constitution of Nigeria 1999, delivered ta me the report ef the said population and
housing census 2006

Ao Wiereas the Council of State has advised e 1o accepl the smd reporr;

AN Wirreas the report of the population and housing census has been laid on
the table of each House of the National Assembly -

Now THEREFORE in exercise of the power conlerred upen e by airtie ol section
213 (4] ol the Constitution of Nigeria, 1999 and all ather povvers eaibling mue in that
behall, L OLusesus Onasanio, President. Federal Republic ol Nigeria do hereby publish
tor information Report on Cewsus 2006 Provisiisst R rs As appedring in the
schedule to this Leaal Notice:

SCHEDILE
DETAILED REPORT ON THE CENSLIS 2006 ANDPROVISIONA L RESIILTS

The 1999 Constitution of the Federa! Republic of Migersa mandates the National
Populmion Commission (NP} 1o carry out a population census in the country and
provide accurate and reliable census resulis, The primary objective of the census
resulls is to assist the country in knowing as accurately and reliably as is possible
within the constraints the population size, its compoasition aud disiebution, The
population figures and characteristics arising out of censiis lelp the counmtry ta meet
its developimental, administrative and political needs and provide imputs while planning
far improving the quality of life of our countrvmen, Aceordingly the population and
housing census 2006 was carried out during 21st -27th March, 2006, followed with the
postenumeration survey (PESY in June 2004,

All the UN member nations are expected to carry out a reliable and accurate
population and housing census, preferably every ten years, It is also expedted that
while carrving out the census exercise scientific and modern cancepts are used and
internatianal standards met. The previous census was carried out in Movember 199
anil therefore the Census 2006 was conducted after o gap of 15 vears for various
reasons and not 10 vears as mandated. Since in developing countries there is much
population dynamics invelved, if censuses are not carried out with regularity, vital
data gap oceurs not allowing the country to plan properly for f1s people based on
sound demagraphic data, With carrving out the Census 2006, this vital LU OOW SECIMS
to have been covered and catered for,
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The Nigerian census history is replote with Lentroversies aver the population
count and the earlier effirs 1o Provide the country with accurate and reliable Gures
ended up most of the time in controversics leading 1o the cancellation of the exerejse
or non-acceptability of the census results, with the exception olthe [99) census, This
was mostly due to over politicization of the census process, failure 1o et the
nternational standards nnd lack of transparency in the methndology and processes
adopted. Varying degrees of over-enumeration of populilion was rampant through
out the country coupled with omission of certain seftlements in the ¢arlier census
exercises and this possibly comtribited much ta the unacceptability of the census
results. To overcome these deficiencies the present Commission adopted the use af
the modern and internationally accepted standards and concepls of census taking
with total transparency being practiced 1o allow both for nationat and inteenationa;
monitering of the processes and methodologies used in Census 2006, As per the UN
zuidelines it takes about 36 monihs advance preparation for am country to conduct
the population and housing census, This i because it is commonly understond (hat
census is the bigeest peacetime activity in any conmtry for mobilizing men and miaterin]
lor a single and simultaneays operation through out the country, The prc'pnrnlrn-n:-:_ tor
this census truly beoan in the later half of 2004 with the mternational development
partners, EUUNFPA, UNDE DFID and USAID apreeing 10 support the census activity
of the Federal Government by providing financial and technical assistance. NEC
mekiswledees the 1ol suppart of the Federal Governmient and the Developmental
Partners which assisted it in conducting this census exercise, The Commissing gl
scknowledees the sunpart provided in this exercise ar various stages by the Natinnal
Assembly, state and |ngal governments, CSOS, Fuith Based Crrganizations, NGOs,
trivditional rulers and soveral other stakeholders. The media, bath print and electronic,
mitional and regional need 10 be commended for their commitment 16 reach the census
messages o the people of Nigeria in every nook and corner of the country however
remaote,

An aceurate and reliahle censns usually implies that the coverage and contemt
ofthe census are fairly satisfactory. While no census exercise any where in the world
s perlfect in terms of cover dBC or content, the critical question s the quality of the
efforts and methodology used; To ensure that the entire country is covered during the
Census operations, the Commission embarked de nove on careying cut the enumeration
area demarcation exercise to cover allsettlements however small and remote and carve
outenunerstion areas for proper assignment of the work load to enumeritors, Satellite
imageries were also used where permissible, To ensure full invelvement afthe people,
T massive public awareness campaign was launched throughout the country with
specital attention to rural and remote populations. This effort led 1o full support and
narticipation of the people during the enumeration and i js estimated that the coverage
was mare than satisfactory. To estimate the coverage error, the PES was conducted s
per internationad practice, in June 2006 and the results from the PES when avaj lable are
expected 10 be used for validating this assertion on ared coverage,



Following the census field wark, the data processing of the census data collected
by the enumerators on the census form began in 7 Data Processing Centers (DPCs)
where the census forms collected from the Geld wers duly archived. Modern and
reliable processes of scanning and editing the census forms were used with additional
safery margins built in durmg census form printing and designing of introducing state
codeonevery formy, This helped inensuring that consus forms of one state did pot and
could not be used during the field exercise or mixed up during data processing with
anether state. In-addition any forms tom apart or that could not be scanned for any
réason were examined By aspecial groop and manually dataentered. Thus total and
complate inteerity was atlempled and mantained of the duta during its processing.
The transmission of the data from the [Daia Processing Centers to the headquaners
was kept fully secured with the use of passwords,

Next stage in data processing is datnexinaction, concatenation, validation and
maderation ol the dot P does notmeet e demoeraphic patterns, Pxtreme onic was
observed during these processes and 115 activity wits restricted to aselect expert and
technically' competent group with close monitaring by international experis. Due
cognizance was undertaken of the past history of the previous census validation
eftorts aml critical observations made by the FL monitoring group in their report
following the census. To guete from the EU monitoring report, Chapter 5
Recommendalions *Recommendation | 5 Clean the data corefully." Again to guoie from
the Exccutive Summany of the sare report, *Conclusion 2« The accuracy of the raw
data.coming from the feld is pactly unsatistactory and the data needs careful cleaning
at the DPCs Cleaning and improving of data does not imply manipufating it [t means
using conventional and non-conventional (country specific) demographic and statistical
technigues lor examining the data quality and evelving and adopting suitable
methodology for this purpese. 1f on exammabion, it s observed that the quality of the
data collected i not up to the mark and it is not improved upon and presented as sueh,
the adulterated data will result in garbage in and garbage out, making a mockery of the
census results echnically and demeographically, This obviously will lead 1o the
unacceptability of the census results both nationally and internationally leading to a
serious waste of national resources international nid while making aserious demt of the
reputation and pride of the country in international and diplomatic spheres for its
inability to know *HOW MANY ARLE W The methodology used therefore also
factored in such instances where no or partial enumeration was reported during the
census, Efferts will be made to carry out detailed and intense verification in the coming
months to fully determine and adjudicate technically all such and similar cases and use
af the PES will also be made to fine tune the results particularly at the lowest
administrative lavel such as LGA and loeality. This is another good reason that the
current report covers the national and stute population figures only,

While every effort possible has been made to ensure the integrity and ceedibility
of the census results, it Is humanly impossible (o meet the expectations of all the
people in the country, This is particularly so, ifthere is alrcady & mind set o a pre-
conceived notion of a particular population fizure in somebody’s perception. During
my advocacy visits to several states | had ebserved and noted that even several
months prior (o the conduct of the census important, responsible and highly placed
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individuals, organizations an even acidemicians had determined to the decimal point
the population of a particular area or region. There is a feeling in some quarters that
their cities or states have already reached a particular population level while others feel
that they cannot loose their past demographic advantage or growth rates, Population
dynamics cannot and do not remain stationary or constant over long intervals and in
developing countries need 1o be underscored here.

Adminst all these wild puesstimates appuremtly were based on thefr pereeption
mostly out of ignorance or possibly ulteriar motives to suit their agenda. Mostof
these assertions fail to pass the known demaographic patterns and therefore necd
to be dealt with appropriately and immediately at the highest level if these surface
again fellowing the declaration of the censuy results, particularly if these
statements are inflammatory and detrimental o 1he unity ol the country and s
people. There it would be advisable to brief the political, social and religious
leaders and individuals who command respect in the society and in exalied
positions tn exgreise caution and discretion while COMMENNG on census results
and help in assuaging the feelines of the people. Media management there fore
will be 2 top priority activity 1o attend to unreasonahle and unselentific eriticism
ol the census results. 1t is also propnsed 1o convene a meetitigof the Developmicnt
Partners as saom as possible and i1 Mr President a¢cupls the census results, This
~i| help in making the census results accentable imteanational|y akso,

The next phase will invalve the processing, collation. validation and tabulation
of the tinal population totals and charactertstics. This will include most ilmportantly
lor the first time the data on housing stock. amenities and assets available 1o the
household. Results on fertility and mertality as ulso age. lerey, educational levels,
migration, marital status, occupation, cre. will also be processed. The demographic,
social and ceonomic characteristics ofthe population will be used for betier allocution
of resources. as intervention instriments and for fmproving the overall quality of life
ol our countrvmen. Albthis wirk along with a very pawerfu! campaign fur disseminating
the data at several levels from the national 1o the local level lits been planned for in
the coming vears, i

MAIN FINDINGS O UENSUS 2006 PROVISIONAL RESULTS

1. The total provisional popilation of Nigeeia is 140,003,542 comprising of
71709859 males and 68,293,683 temales (Annexure AL This tramslates in an annug!
growth rate ol 3.2 per cent aver the 1991 census fipures (Annexure 3y It may e
remembered that the provisional pepulation tetals for Census 2006 do not ke into
consideration any territorinl regions, which have been ceded 1o another COHITITY
since the census taking, Also the state 1o1als at this piimt of dime do not take e
RCCOUNL any inter state or international boundary disputed areps. These areas will ke
dealt with appropriately while finalizing the census results,

2. The sex ratio of the population s 105 and shows shzhi preponderance of
minles aver lemales at the national level,



3. The state population totals indicate an annual growth rate between 2.8 10 3,
percent (except Abuja FCT) with most of the state growth rates hovering between 2.4
to 3.3 percent (Annexure B,

4. The population size of the states indicates that their relalive position has hy
and large remained stable with the first 6 states retainme their position as 1t iswhile
most af the other states observe minor shifis (Anmexure A and C).

5 Abuja FCT area has grown at a phenomenal annual growth e of 9.3 per
cent (Annexure B), Thisis almest 3 times the national growth rate inspite of the fact
that much demalition and therefore passibly forced populition cut mizration took
place just before the census. It may also be remembered that Abuja FOT population
dogs not include the satellite owns in neighbouring stales of Niger and Nasarawa,

6. As regards regional population disiribution the states comprising northern
Mizeria  censtitute about 33.6 per cent while the states in southern Niveria constitute
abiout 464 per cent of the country™s population.

7. The national and state provisional population totals appear to be accurate,
credible aml demographically and technically plausible, These fpures are in broad
agreement with the scientifically worked out papulation projections and ather
demagraphic: data availableand therefore sy view shoull be aceepd

CHEE Fanuiia Dadso Manasia
{ Chandaman Pyen)
Chatrmtan, Notionad Popalation Commision
290 Decembern, 2006, Abuja, Niseria
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Issuen under my hand this 18th Day of Janusiry, 2007,
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Chaspsuy Osasanio
President. Federal Republic of Nieeria
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